
 

WILDFIRE AWARE APP INSTRUCTIONS 

 

ABOUT THIS APP 

The Wildfire Aware app is intended to provide information about the current status and 
potential impact of wildfire incidents in the United States. This app opens with the list of 
fires sorted by the number of personnel assigned from greatest to least as reported by 
incident staff. The data included in this application can all be found in ArcGIS Living Atlas 
and are from authoritative entities. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS APP 

Select a fire from the list, change the sort option to DATE, NAME or SIZE, or use shift and 
your mouse to draw a box and zoom in. Once you have selected a fire or clicked on the 
map, details will be displayed in the information panel on the right giving you more 
information about a wildfire along with impacts to human and ecosystem populations. You 
can also sort by wildfire name, date or size, by selecting the relevant filter in the information 
pane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://opendata-volusiacountyfl.hub.arcgis.com/apps/b66e0edbd6954322a853fe1d9e5242c7/explore
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VIEW MAP LAYERS 

Use the MAP LAYERS button at the bottom left for visual information not included in the 
information pane. Each layer is available to turn on based on the zoom level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 3 
 

PERSONNEL BREAKDOWNS 

Fires are often symbolized by acres or other attributes. The focus of this application is on 
the number of personnel assigned since that indicates how many resources are being 
dedicated to that incident. As the number of personnel decreases, it often indicates a 
lessoning of severity and fewer resources needed for suppression activities. 

 

The categories below represent the number of personnel assigned: 

 

 > 500: Fires with the largest number of assigned personnel often require 
larger incident management team involvement. 

 

50-500: Greater complexity requires a higher number of personnel and 
potentially an incident management team. 

 

1-50: This number of personnel could indicate a smaller, less complex 
incident or one that is nearing the end of its primary response efforts. 

 

Not Reported: New fires, smaller fires that are easier to contain, or fires that 
are near the end of their life cycle may not report the number of ‘personnel 
assigned’. This should in no way be taken as an indication that the fire is 
unstaffed or otherwise receiving no response. 

Prescribed Fire: These fires are intentional and planned events. 
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SATELLITE HOT SPOTS 

This layer displays fire perimeters posted to the National Incident Feature Service. It is 
updated from operational data and may not reflect current conditions on the ground. For a 
better understanding of the workflows involved in mapping and sharing fire perimeter data, 
see the National Wildfire Coordinating Group Standards for Geospatial Operations. 

      

 

 

CENSUS BLOCK POPULATION 

View population based on 2020 Census block areas using this layer. 

      

https://www.nwcg.gov/publications/pms936
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INFORMATION PANE 

Upon selecting a fire, the map zooms to it and displays the acres, weather, population, and 
ecological information of the area covered by the fire perimeter. If there is no perimeter or 
you have clicked on another place on the map, you will see a circle with a 2-mile radius 
which generates the same set of results for that area. 

 

TIPS 

• Click the More Info button to hide the App Details pane. 

 

 

• Use the Search Bar in the top right to search for addresses and places. 
 

 
 

• Use the MEASURE button in the bottom right to measure distance. 
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DATA SOURCES 

The 22 data layers used in this application can be found in ArcGIS Living Atlas: 

• Environmental Protection Agency – Ecoregions and Air 
Quality Current and Tomorrow 

• National Aeronautics and Space Administration – MODIS and VIIRS 
• National Weather Service – Temperature Forecast, Wind Speed, Weather Watches 

and Warnings 
• US Department of Agriculture – Drought Monitor 
• US Census – Census 2020 Redistricting Blocks and American Community Survey 
• USDA Forest Service – Wildfire Burned Areas, Wildfire Hazard Potential, Forest Type 

Groups, and Forest Carbon Pools 
• US Fish and Wildlife Service – Critical Habitat 
• US Geological Survey – National Land Cover Database and Protected Areas 

Database 
• Integrated Reporting of Wildland-Fire Information (IRWIN) – Wildfire Points 
• National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) – Wildfire Perimeters 
• Nature Serve – Imperiled Species 
• Esri – 2023 Demographics and World Ecological Landforms 

 

Read more about Wildfire Aware and ways to use it here. For more information on Esri’s 
support for wildfires please visit our Wildland Fire webpage and our Disaster Response 
Program (DRP).  

This app is provided for informational purposes and is not monitored 24/7 for accuracy and 
currency and is licensed under the Esri Master License Agreement. 

View Summary |  View Terms of Use 

 

https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/en/home/
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=3a21a75ffc8244f6a1c85a19b8ff7713
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=61864315c28f4668bbbbdc73b08f4113
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=61864315c28f4668bbbbdc73b08f4113
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=b8f4033069f141729ffb298b7418b653
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=dece90af1a0242dcbf0ca36d30276aa3
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=0ae7cf18df0a4b4d9e7eea665f00500d
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=47ed83c3b4f943118e848fbfc33d119e
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=a6134ae01aad44c499d12feec782b386
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=a6134ae01aad44c499d12feec782b386
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=7d4cc55ecaef4ceb82c8d05b13e0d049
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=b3642e91b49548f5af772394b0537681
https://www.arcgis.com/home/group.html?id=16b3a5ac36834ed6b3f16261d9a988ea
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=c7dc5721f6ab42f5a515ae7f832115a9
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=9274dfe5318540d7a09f0117c0be0730
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=bd3c2c1ba3844ebabd8df6d1c4932387
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=bd3c2c1ba3844ebabd8df6d1c4932387
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=70aa58201e044303823a24a71a422d00
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=794de45b9d774d21aed3bf9b5313ee24
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=3ccf118ed80748909eb85c6d262b426f
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=e20f27c6af5a49b289bea1ba05b4986b
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=e20f27c6af5a49b289bea1ba05b4986b
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=d957997ccee7408287a963600a77f61f
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=d957997ccee7408287a963600a77f61f
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=6e90cefddb634e6a949838e7efff55fb
https://doc.arcgis.com/en/esri-demographics/latest/regional-data/updated-demographics.htm
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=cd817a746aa7437cbd72a6d39cdb4559
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-living-atlas/public-safety/wildfire-aware/
https://www.esri.com/en-us/industries/wildland-fire/overview
https://www.esri.com/en-us/disaster-response/disasters/wildfires
https://www.esri.com/en-us/disaster-response/disasters/wildfires
https://downloads2.esri.com/arcgisonline/docs/tou_summary.pdf
https://www.esri.com/en-us/legal/terms/full-master-agreement

